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' ' and thus prevent confusion with kindred concepts. " We must confess that we do 
not understand the author's idea ; what is an act of defining if not an ' ' umgrenzen, " 
a fencing in of the concept ? The book contains many similar passages, which, it 
seems to us, are not properly thought out by the author. But the subject is a dif- 
ficult one, and, as the author says in the preface, "A work of this kind should, 
with regard to the difficulties of the problem it treats, be judged with leniency." 

kpq. 

Christianity and Infallibility. Both or Neither. By the Rev. Daniel Lyons. 
New York : Longmans, Green & Co., 1891. Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. 

This little book of Dr. Lyons's is got up in a much more substantial and pre- 
possessing form than the majority of the works that come from Catholic quarters. 
It contains 284 pages and is supplied with the Nihil obstat of a Catholic " censor 
deputatus " and with the Imprimatur of the Bishop of Denver. In this book, there- 
fore, the reader may be sure that he possesses a correct exposition of Catholic 
doctrine. 

The purpose of Dr. Lyons is to establish the thesis, —a thesis always insisted 
upon by the Catholic church, — "that Christianity, to maintain its rightful hold on 
' ' the reason and conscience of men, needs a living, infallible Witness to its truths 
"and principles; a living, infallible Guardian of its purity and integrity, and a liv- 
"ing, infallible Interpreter of its meaning." By Christianity Dr. Lyons means 
' ' that body of sacred truths which the Almighty revealed through the ministry of 
" Christ and His Apostles." 

We italicise the word " ministry," for on this word hinges in our judgment the 
main and unmistakable argument of Dr. Lyons's advocacy. If the results of mod- 
ern Biblical criticism are at all true, the "Church," so-called, must have existed 
before the New Testament. And in establishing the authority of the church, the 
Catholic theologians regard and use the Bible merely as an " historical narrative, 
' ' whose trustworthiness (at least in the parts quoted) can be proved in the same way 
"as that of any other history, sacred or profane." They take their argument "for 
' ' the institution, mission, and authority of the Church from the Bible as a mere 
"human record of the sayings and doings of our Divine Lord and His Apostles. " 
What is the mission of the church? "And he said unto them. Go ye into all the 
'■'■world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptised 
"shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned." These are awful powers, 
and awful are the sanctions placed by the same Divine letter-patent in the hands of 
the institution that dispenses them. And in the face of the great complexity and 
peculiar nature of the Holy writings, in view of their recognised liability to manifold 
and multifarious interpretation, does not such a great and fearful commission of 
power as this necessarily and logically imply a concession of Infallibility — of infalli- 
bility, let us add, as technically understood. "Who can suppose that God would 
"formally commission anybody to teach in his name and command all to hear and 
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"accept His teaching under the severest of penalties, and at the same time not se- 
" cure that teacher against the possibility of teaching error for truth ? Suppose the 
"Church thus commissioned by God did actually teach error, even then would not 
"all (there is no exception made), by reason of the divine command, be bound to 
"believe? And in that ctse would not God Himself be accountable for the erro- 
' ' neous belief ? I conclude, therefore, that the formal commission to teach the Gos- 
" pel in God's name, and by His authority, joined to the express command to be- 
" lieve carries with it a pledge of the divine assistance of Infallibility as a guarantee 
"to all men that in yielding the obedience of faith, they are perfectly secure against 
"all danger of error." This inference is incorporated in a dogma, a "Catholic 
dogma," of infallibility, which is this: "that the Pope, by virtue of a special super- 
natural assistance of the Holy Spirit of Truth promised to him, in and through 
" St. Peter, is exempt from all liability to err when, in the discharge of his Apostolic 
"Office of Supreme Teacher of the Universal Church, he defines or declares, in 
"matters of or appertaiuing to Christian faith or morals, what is to believed and 
"held, or what is to be rejected and condemned by the faithful throughout the 
' ' world. This definition substantially embodies the whole Catholic teaching on the 
" subject of Infallibility." 

Dr. Lyons's arguments are well put and well reasoned out. He sees clearly 
where the vulnerable point of the present condition of the Christian churches lies, — 
which the majority of Protestant theologians do not see. He sees clearly, though he 
does not say it, that the rococo superstructure of neo-Christian dogmatism was long 
and long ago undermined by science and that it is now toppling in the minds of the 
unscientific generally ; and he justly advises all who have set their hearts on the 
preservation of the subtle and irrelevant externalities of religion, to forsake their 
ancient dwelling-place and seek a safe and easy abode in the grandly simple and 
grandly spacious, Roman temple of Papal infallibility. That edifice is safe against 
the artillery of science. It has by one simple act placed itself beyond the reach of 
all scientific attacks. For science, or rather the method of science, directly owes its 
origin to the consciousness of our individual liability to error and the consequent 
aspiration of man to establish an objective 'criterion of truth. If it attempted to de- 
molish doctrines of infallibilily of any kind, it would simply seek to justify its own 
foundations, which it has long ago done. In so far as the doctrine of infallibility is 
the only logical outcome of a dilemma in which the Christian church has, discreetly 
or indiscreetly, implicated itself, science has no objection to it ; or for that matter to 
any other conclusion that logically results from premisses it does not grant. The 
question really most worthy of the attention of the "thoughtful," "truth-seeking," 
and "religious" mind, as Dr. Lyons styles it, is not the doctrine of infallibility, 
but the questions, What is religion, What is God, etc. , etc. ; and such questions the 
*V«^-seeking mind will find it impossible to answer arbitrarily : it must, perforce, 
answer them in conformity with that objective criterion of truth called science. And 
such subjects are as much the object of science as are motion and matter. /iKpti. 
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Der Satz vom Grunde als Prinzip des Schliessens. By Dr. Franz Erhardt. 
Halle a. S.: C. E. M. Pfeffer. 1891. 

This little pamphlet 01 fifty-six pages, written and published to acquire for the 
author the venia legendi at the philosophical faculty of the University of Jena, 
treats the several figures of the syllogism from the standpoint that the middle term 
of the premisses is, logically considered, the consequence (Folge) of the subject and 
the reason (Grund) of the predicate in the conclusion. A few remarks are added 
on induction and analogy, without, however, entering into the problem as to the 
role which the method of induction plays in the evolution of the method of deduc- 
tion. Kpa. 

Agnosticisme. Essai sur quelques Theories pessimistes de la Connaissance. By 
E. de Roberty. Paris : Felix Alcan. 

By the publication of this little book M. de Roberty redeems a promise made in 
his larger work, on the philosophy of the present century, already reviewed in The 
Monist (January, 1892). The pessimist theories of knowledge of which he treats 
are the three systems, those of Criticism, Positivism, and Evolutionism, to which 
he reduces contemporaneous philosophy. As these systems are regarded as parallel 
manifestations of a common stock of beliefs and general hypotheses, they must 
equally adopt the doctrine of Agnosticism. It is the aim of the present work to 
point out the several forms assumed by this doctrine and to show its falsity by an 
examination of the principles on which it is based. The author properly insists on 
the importance of distinguishing between the affirmation of the unknown and that 
of the unknowable. The recognition of the former is essential to all progress in 
knowledge, but the latter is ' ' the direct negation of all possibility whatever of util- 
ising the deficiencies of knowledge," and leads infallibly to the worship of ignorance. 
The best definition of the mental phenomenon of agnosticism, says M. de Roberty 
is the pessimism of the theory of knowledge, and it is not for nothing therefore that 
Kant preceded Schopenhauer in the development of idealism. 

Modern agnosticism is based on the old notion of the separation of the phe- 
nomenon from the noumenon, and it was Kant who cleared it from its early theo- 
logical and metaphysical conceptions. He affirmed the reality of the " thing in it- 
self" as a fundamental postulate, and then declared that we can know nothing of 
things considered in themselves. Among the conceptions formed by the human 
mind through the exercise of its imaginative faculty are three which exhaust the 
entire content of the Unknowable. Thus it may be reduced to the idea of a reality 
other than that of which we are sensible ; to the idea of a subject which perceives 
in a different manner from the real subject ; and finally to the idea that our cere- 
bral organisation reveals the world to us under delusive colors, all of which M. de 
Roberty declares to be simple fiction. His own ideas on the subject will appear 
later on. 



